Introduction
The Kamiesberg is a large granite-gneiss intrusion surrounded 94 predominantly, and relatively uniformly, by red and yellow 95 weakly-structured apedal soils (Watkeys, 1999) . The Kamiesberg . Namaqualand with the communal areas shown as 'islands' surrounded by privately-owned farms. The study was conducted in and around the Leliefontein communal area.
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105
The study area covers a diverse range of vegetation types. data for individual species were log-transformed, improving the 
significance of the volume-biomass regression (marked with 220 asterisk (*) in Table 1 ). This was in turn converted to dry biomass.
221
After adding all species for a particular site accounting for 80% of 222 the cover, this was extrapolated to dry mass for 1 ha. Ecotone vegetation types to the east as being intermediate.
265
The dwarf succulent shrub C. elongata has the highest 266 moisture content at 88% of its total weight and the woody shrub
267
Pteronia inflexa had the lowest at 9.7%. The ratio of wet to dry 268 weight varied considerably across the different growth forms.
269
Mean moisture content as a measure of plant weight in herbaceous the same trend appears to be evident on the uplands, the rela-299 tionship was not significant. 
Palatability results
301
Highly palatable biomass was significantly higher on the 302 private rangeland than the communal rangeland (T = 106.00, 303 z = 2.60, p b 0.01) (Fig. 5) was at the expense of greater sample numbers in each instance.
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343
Larger sample numbers would serve to refine the values generated. 
361
It was disappointing not to have been in a position to include 362 annual cover which was negligible as a result of the low rainfall 
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379
The moisture content of species sampled is for the most part vegetation between the communal and private rangeland is 
488
There are also reports of increases in the unpalatable species
489
Galenia africana on the communal rangeland both anecdotally 490 and in studies in the Eastern klipkoppe vegetation, but this is not 491 evident in this study (Allsopp, 1999) . It is possible that this 492 species has a close association with old ploughed lands, which
493
were excluded in this study (Allsopp, 1999 
